Learning Guitar Chords

By J. Weston Mize

Open chords are chords played on guitar that use open strings.

Here are some need-to-know open chords:

A Am C D Dm E Em
XO O XO O X O O XXO XXO @) OO0 O 000 000
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How to read a chord diagram:

Am
An X' tells us not to play that string. > XQO O < An 'O tells us to leave that string open (no fingers on the string).
Horizontal lines represent the frets. ] < Black dots tell us which fret and string to put our fingers on
This diagram shows the first 5 frets of the guitar. > to form the chord. The numbers within the dots are finger

numbers (numbered index finger to pinky: 1-2-3-4).

6 vertical lines represent the 6 strings of the guitar. > 6 5 4 3 2 1

Barre chords are chords formed using one finger to fret multiple strings.
This is represented by a curved line over the strings on which to barre with one finger.

Here are a some useful barre chords to know:

F Fm B Bm Cm C# C#m
X X X X I~ 4fr >< o Afr
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Barre chords are very useful, you can use the same shape to play many different chords, simply by moving the
shape to another fret!



